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1908 - - - 1959 


Once again we are pleased to greet our many 
customers, both old and new. We thank them heartily 
for their patronage. We especially thank those who 
have recommended our plants to their neighbors and 
friends. 


For 51 years we have been growing and shipping 
strawberry plants, starting in 1908 in a small way. 
The business has increased from a few thousand 
plants the first year, until now we are shipping 
plants to all the northeastern states. The land here 
is ideal for growing plants, a light sandy loam, 
which allows the plants to go down deep into the soil, 
making very large roots that are sure to grow. We 
grow all our own plants and if we should be sold out 
of any variety, we say so. In digging plants we dig 
the whole row, discarding all small plants, also the 
old or mother plants. Our plants are all dug after 
your order is received, taken to the packing room, 
cleaned and trimmed, ready to set out in the field. 
This trimming of the plants makes them very easy 
to set out and saves you much time and labor, just 
when you are rushed with your Spring work. 


Trusting that we shall continue to receive a share 


of your patronage and hoping that this will be a suc- 
cessful and prosperous year for you, we are 


Very truly yours, 


THE GEORGE RENNIE FARM 


Wallace Rennie, Owner 


STRAWBERRY SPECIALISTS 3 


BRIEF CULTURAL DIRECTIONS 
FOR THE BEGINNER 


Soil. Almost any land that will grow corn will 
grow strawberries. 


When to Plant. The earlier in the Spring the 
better. As soon as you can prepare the ground in 
good shape so the Spring rains will give the plants 
a good start. Plants do best when set before they 
start to grow very much. 


Preparing the Ground. Spade or plow under a 
good coat of manure, then harrow until it is nice 
and mellow. If manure can’t be had you can use a 
5-10-5 fertilizer, 1,000 lbs. to the acre spread broad- 
cast, then harrow it in. 


Planting Distance Apart. We recommend mak- 
ing the rows four feet apart and setting the plants 
18 to 30 inches in the row depending on the variety 
and the fertility of the soil. On good land vigorous 
plants set at 24 to 30 inches between plants will make 
a good fruiting row. You will get a bigger yield and 
the berries will be fancier than if the plants were set 
nearer and allowed to mat too close. This will also 
make the initial cost of your planting lower. 


Setting the Plants. A good many strawberry 
growers use a spade to make the holes to set the 
plants in, one man to make the holes and another to 
set the plants. Others use a mason’s trowel. Push it 
straight down in the ground, then push back and 
forward, this makes a V shaped opening. Hold the 
plant with the left hand while you fill in the earth 
with the right, then firm the earth around the plant. 
Be sure to set plants very firm in the ground. More 
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plants die every year from being set too loose in the 
ground than all other causes combined. Great care 
should be taken to set the plant at the right depth, 
with the crown of the plant even with the surface of 
the ground. 


Picking Blossoms from New Set Plants. The 
standard or June bearing varieties are not expected 
to produce a crop the year they are planted. The 
blossom stems should be pinched from all plants as 
soon as they appear. This throws the strength into 
the plant and makes strong, healthy plants that will 
grow a big crop of fruit the following season. Ever- 
bearing varieties should have all blossoms picked off 
until July 4th of the first year. This will give you 
berries during late Summer and Fall the year they 
are planted. 


Cultivation. We recommend shallow cultivation 
as soon as the plants are set. This levels the ground 
and holds the moisture. Cultivation should be kept 
up right through the growing season. About the last 
of November plants should be covered with two inches 
of meadow hay, rye, straw or pine needles, or any cov- 
ering you may have handy provided it is free from 
weed seeds. 


Profit and Pleasure in Growing Strawberries. 
Strawberries yield quicker returns than any other 
fruit crop. With no other fruit crop can you set 
plants or trees one Spring and harvest a full crop 
of fine fruit the next Spring. “Strawberries bring in 
early money.” They are one of the first crops to be 
harvested in the Spring. They bring in money when 
most needed just after a hard winter. No other crop 
has brought the farmer as much profit during the 
past few years as the strawberry crop. 
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PLANTING DEPTH 


Too Deep Too High Just Right 


HOW WE PREPARE OUR LAND FOR 
STRAW BERRIES 


We plant one quarter of our land to strawberry 
plants every year. Every Fall the land that is not 
in strawberries is planted to Winter Rye. This is 
plowed under in the Spring, about May 20th. Then 
we plant buckwheat and this is plowed under when 
it starts to form seed. This keeps the land well filled 
with humus and holds the moisture. When a dry time 
comes the plants never show it. 


We fertilize with hen manure mostly and stable 
manure when we can get it. This is plowed under 
in the Fall. The land is plowed again in the Spring, 
then harrowed until it is nice and mellow and ready 
for planting. We always try to get our plants set 
out as early in the season as possible. About two 
weeks after planting we use a 5-10-5 fertilizer to 
start the plants, a handful to every five or six plants, 
then hoe it in. 
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STANDARD VARIETIES 


Howard 17 (Per.) Early. Since the Howard 17 
was introduced in 1915 it has replaced all other early 
berries. It is considered a frost proof berry. Its great 
productiveness, large size, nice color and smooth even 
shape puts it in a class by itself. The Howard 17 is 
the variety that all new varieties are judged by. Grow- 
ers have made more money with Howard 17 than any 
other variety. 


Here is a list of the good points of Howard 17: 


(1) Soil. Howard 17 does well on any kind of 
soil, and in any climate, out-yielding all other varie- 
ties. 


(2) The plants are very productive. No other 
variety yields more quarts per acre. 


(8) The berries are beautiful in appearance, 
having a bright, glossy color; a berry that looks good 
in the box or crate. 


(4) Howard 17 berries are large in size and hold 
their size well throughout their long bearing season. 
It is a very easy berry to pick as it has no green 
points. 


You will do us a favor by showing this catalogue 
to your friends. 
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The Howard 17 should not be allowed to set too 
many plants, as after heavy rains they will not dry 
off. Berries will be soft and there will be some rot. 
Keep plants well spaced. This gives them a chance to 
dry off after rain. 


Howard 17 is still one of our best selling varieties. 
We have Howard 17 grown from virus-free founda- 
tion stock and also grown from regular stock. Some 
of our customers prefer plants grown from regular 
stock. If you wish Howard 17 grown from regular 
stock, please specify on your order. 


We recommend that you place your order early. 
Don’t wait until late in the season. Send a small 
remittance with your order, balance when you want 
plants shipped. 


By Parcel Post Prepaid 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 


$1.50 $2.25 $3.50 $6.50 
300 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$9.00 $11.00 $12.50 $24.00 


By Express or Called For at Farm 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 


$1.25 $2.00 $a.20 $6.25 
300 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$8.50 $10.50 $12.00 $22.00 


If You Order Late in the Season Give a 
Second Choice 


8 GEORGE RENNIE FARM, ANDOVER, MASS. 
Se RIES NnSREINOUMRRaista ese y nt ety Vint ret OE SRG 
CATSKILL (Per.) Midseason 


The Catskill is a midseason berry; ripens about 
a week after the Howard 17. A cross of the Marshall 
and the Howard 17, the plants are large, vigorous and 
yield real heavy crops. The berries are very large, 
firm, bright red in color, glossy and attractive, and 
good quality. The bright shiny red berries make an 
attractive package in the basket or in the crate. The 
berries are so large they should be sold in trays rather 
than in crates. 


On rich land the Catskill makes too many plants 
and should not be allowed to set too many as we find 
the largest and finest berries are always where plants 
are fairly wide apart. The Catskill keeps good size 
to the last picking and to be at its best should have 
fairly heavy and rich land. Anyone growing for mar- 
ket cannot go wrong in planting Howard 17 for an 
early berry and Catskill for a midseason to late berry. 
The berries are produced on strong stems that keep 
the berries up off the ground. They dry off after heavy 
rain and you get very few rotten berries. 


By Parcel Post Prepaid 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 


$1.50 $2.25 $3.50 $6.50 
300 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$9.00 $11.00 $12.50 $24.00 


By Express or Called For at Farm 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 
$1.25 $2.00 $3.25 $6.25 
300 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$8.50 $10.50 $12.00 ' $22.00 
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ROBINSON (Scarlet Beauty) Per. 


Robinson, also known as Scarlet Beauty, is a 
medium size plant with long root system and is a 
vigorous grower. They should not be set closer than 
30 inches between plants to help keep them from 
crowding. 


The berries are a brilliant red color, have honey 
sweet flavor and are very large and firm and keep 
their size until the end of the picking season. In- 
clude a few Robinson in your order this Spring and 
compare them with your other varieties. 
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25 Plants 50 Plants 160 Plants 200 Plants 


$1.50 $2.25 $3.50 $6.50 
300 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$9.00 $11.00 $12.50 $24.00 


By Express or Called For at Farm 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 


pleco $2.00 $3.25 $6.25 
300 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$8.50 $10.50 $12.00 $22.00 


Plants referred to as “virus-free” in our catalog 
have been field-grown from U.S. D. A. substantially 
Virus-Free stock. 
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EMPIRE (Per.) 


Empire is a new variety introduced at the Ge- 
neva Experiment Station in 1950 by Dr. George L. 
Slade. It is a mid-season variety ripening about the 
same time as Catskill. It is a vigorous grower and 
plants should not be set closer than 24 to 30 inches 
in the rows. The berries are large, very attractive and 
hold their size well during the whole season. Empire 
quality is better than Howard 17, but not quite as 
good as Catskill. We think this is a most promising 
new variety and we highly recommend that you plant 
some for trial this season. 


By Parcel Post Prepaid 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 


$1.50 $2.25 $3.50 $6.50 
300 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$9.00 $11.00 $12.50 $24.00 


By Express or Called For at Farm 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 


$1.25 $2.00 $3.25 $6.25 
300 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$8.50 $10.50 $12.00 $22.00 


SPARKLE (Per.) 


Sparkle is a midseason to late berry that was 
introduced by the New Jersey Experiment Station. 
It is a vigorous grower (plants should not be set 
closer than 30 inches in rows) and heavy yielder of 
medium to large size berries. The berries are of the 
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A Satisfied Customer is Our Best Advertisement 
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highest quality and have a sparkling appearance. 
This variety is recommended for freezing. 


By Parcel Post Prepaid 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 


$1.50 $2.25 $3.50 $6.50 
300 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$9.00 $11.00 $12.50 $24.00 


By Express or Called For at Farm 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 


$1.25 $2.00 $3.25 $6.25 
500 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$8.50 $10.50 $12.00 $22.00 


How To Reach Our Farm by Automobile 


From Boston: 

Take Route 28 to Andover Square, then go 
down Central Street and under the railroad 
bridge, keep to the left, then take first right. 
Our farm is the tenth house on the right on 
Argilla Road. 

From Lawrence: 

At Shawsheen Village take Route 133 going 
west toward Lowell. Argilla Road is one and 
one-half miles on the left hand side of the road 
and we are the sixth house on the left hand side. 
From Lowell: 

Take Route 133 out of Lowell and Argilla 
Road is on right about one mile beyond Hag- 
getts Pond. We are the sixth house on the left 
side of the road. 
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FAIRFAX (Per.) 


Fairfax is an early ripening berry, very firm 
and one of the sweetest berries grown. You can’t 
beat it for flavor. It is dark red in color. Unless it 
has the land that suits it, the berries do not keep 
their big size and the yield will not be as heavy. We 
recommend it to home gardeners or growers who pre- 
fer quality rather than quantity. 


By Parcel Post Prepaid 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 300 Plants 
$1.50 $2.25 $3.50 $6.50 $9.00 
By Express or Called For at Farm 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 300 Plants 
$1.25 $2.00 $3.25 $6.25 $8.50 


PREMIER EXTRA EARLY 


We have always believed Howard 17 and Premier 
to be of the same variety. However, some of our cus- 
tomers have purchased the plants under the name of 
Premier. We purchased our Premier plants from a 
leading Michigan grower, and any of our customers 
may have the true Premier by ordering them under 
that name. 


By Parcel Post Prepaid 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 


$1.50 $2.25 $3.50 $6.50 
200 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$9.00 $11.00 $12.50 $24.00 


By Express or Called For at Farm 
25 Plants 50 Plants 100 Plants 200 Plants 
$1.25 $2.00 $3.25 $6.25 
200 Plants 400 Plants 500 Plants 1000 Plants 
$8.50 $10.50 $12.00 $22.00 
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GEM EVERBEARING (Per.) 


We have tried most of the everbearing varieties 
and we consider Gem to be one of the best. 


Introduced to the trade in 1934, Gem makes a 
vigorous growth of medium sized plants. The foliage 
is very healthy with no leaf spot. The berries are 
average in size, bright red in color, very showy and 
attractive in a box. We suggest the Gem to home 
gardeners who wish to have berries out of season dur- 
ing August, September and October. 


Gem does well grown in the hill system or nar- 
row row. For the narrow row set plants 18 inches 
apart in the row, with rows 314 feet apart and let 
each plant make six to eight runner plants. 


Gem plants should be set as early as you can 
prepare the land in good shape. Keep all blossoms 
picked off until July 4th. They should start to fruit 
about August Ist and continue to fruit until the last 
of October. They will also bear a crop the next Spring. 


By Express or 


By Parcel Post Called For at Farm 

Prepaid Not Prepaid 

25 Plants $ 1.75 $ 1.50 

50 Plants 3.25 3.00 

100 Plants 5.00 4.75 

200 Plants 9.00 $3.15 

300 Plants 13.00 12.50 

400 Plants 16.00 15.50 


500 Plants 18.00 17.50 
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SUPERFECTION EVERBEARING (Per.) 


Superfection was originated in Michigan by the 
same man who brought out Gem. It is similar to Gem 
in many ways. With us Superfection sets a heavy 
crop of berries in the Fall and they hold their size 
well. To have fresh berries during August, Septem- 
ber, and October, we would suggest that you plant 
some Superfection this Spring. 


Prices same as Gem. 


SPRING VERSUS FALL SETTING OF PLANTS 


During the past few years there has been much 
discussion of the value of Fall set plants. 


In favor of Fall setting are: 
(1) Grower has more time in the Fall. 


(2) Plants will start to send out runners much 
sooner the following spring and will be larger in 
size and therefore should yield more. 


Disadvantages of Fall set plants: 


(1) New runners will have to be thinned from 
two to four times during season to keep plants from 
crowding. Each thinning will take at least as much 
time as required to set out original plants. At today’s 
cost of labor, this would be very expensive. 


(2) Plants are usually mulched with two or 
three quarts of sawdust or shavings per plant the first 
winter and if the weather is dry and windy this mulch 
may blow away and plants may have to be remulched 
two or three times before the winter is over. 
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(3) Plants set in Fall of 1959 should have blos- 
soms picked off in Spring same as Spring set plants 
and will not produce a crop until the summer of 1961 
the same as plants set in Spring of 1960. Besides, 
it is necessary to mulch these Fall set plants for two 
winters. 


(4) During winter heavy rains or melting snow 
may cause the soil to wash leaving gullies in your 
fields. 


We only sell plants in the Spring and believe 
they will yield you more profit when all the above 
mentioned factors are taken into consideration. 


ORDER YOUR PLANTS EARLY 


When your order is received by us it is booked 
and the plants are reserved in the fields until the 
time you want them. We estimate the number of 
plants we believe we have in the fields and ag soon 
as we have booked this amount we are forced to re- 
fuse any more orders. Later in the season as our back 
orders are filled, we sometimes have a few more 
plants and start taking more orders again. This may 
explain to some who had their orders refused and 
later find a neighbor or friend was able to get plants 
much later in the season from us. We try to play no 
favorites and treat all our customers the same. 


The next two or three years should be very profit- 
able for the man who has the time to give good care 
to his strawberry plants. Fancy berries sold in this 
section last year at very good prices, and stores could 
not get enough of them to supply their trade. It will 
take you no longer to plant, cultivate and harvest 
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your berries at these good prices than when they are 
sold for much less and therefore your margin of 
profit will be much larger per quart than before. 


Again we say, if you are planning to order some 
of our plants won’t you place your order early so 
we may reserve your plants for you. 


SPACING OF PLANTS 


Most growers allow far too many plants to set 
in the row. We believe that the largest crops of the 
finest berries can be grown in rows two and a half 
to three feet wide with runner plants spaced seven or 
eight or even nine inches apart. Any plants that set 
closer than this should be treated as weeds and should 
be cut off with the hoe when hoeing the plants. Have 
one end of the hoe very sharp for this purpose. In 
the matted row you will find the most and largest 
berries are at the side of the rows. That is because 
they have more moisture than plants in the middle 
of the rows. In the spaced rows they have all the 
moisture they need to make large fruit. In the spaced 
rows you have very little rot as they dry off better 
after rain. You also get larger berries in a dry season. 
Suppose you try spacing the plants in two or three 
rows and compare these with the rest of your bed. 


If You Order Late in the Season Give a 


Second Choice 


PLEASE USE THIS ORDER BLANK 
GEORGE RENNIE FARM 


Strawberry Specialists Andover, Mass. 
Please forward to Date of Order .....-----.-0 ses eeeeeeeeee 
Name? Wisoerrs. 06 27070. 30. 052.. batee eins cd. iincdi dives’s Tore 
Ste S EMT Se re nlc io cae Swen nar ee R= D@No, S225 
POSELOFFi Cet ionic cre a cbs onic oa wos olen Ato State 7e5.6%o+stae: 
Express Offita ns ao ee Shieby. oe eae 


Ship plants on or about ~.. 2.2.2.5. 0m. te ce es cece ec cesesnvens meee 


Please write name and address plainly, and fill all blanks. Always 

state how goods shall be sent, attach price to each article and add 

up accurately. MAKE CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE TO 
GEORGE RENNIE FARM 


Quantity | Variety of Stock Ordered eens | Cents 
| *Howard 17 | | 
| * Catskill | | 
| “Robinson (Scarlet Beauty) : | 

_. Doi arrose 
| Premier | ae 
| Empire rea 
| * Fairfax | ea 
| Superfection Everbearing | eg ay 
| Gem Everbearing eee? ae 

(aoe. 


TOTAL | 


* Plants of these varieties grown from virus-free foundation stock. 


TRUE TO NAME. While we use every precaution to have all plants, 
etc., true to name (we believe we come as near doing this as anyone 
in the business), we will not be responsible for any sum greater than 
the cost of stock should any prove otherwise than represented. 


Please write below the names and addresses of any acquaintances 
and friends who might be interested in, or buyers of strawberry plants, 
and we will send them a catalogue. 
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Be Your Order Large or Small, We Will Treat You 
“On The Square” 


-. Terms — Cash must accompany all orders. No 
plantseshippediGuG@ sD: 


“ F How to Remit — Post Office, Express, Money 
Order; Registered Letter or Bank Draft. 


Claims — Must be made on receipt of plants, so 
that mistakes (should any have been made), may be 
promptly corrected. 


All plants are fresh dug when wanted, kept away 
from both sun and wind, taken to the packing room . 
to be trimmed ready for planting; tied in bunches of 
26, labeled and set in moss in light boxes or crates 
and delivered to the post office or express office at 
Andover, Mass. 


We take the greatest care to have all plants true 
to name and in case any should prove otherwise we 
will not be liable for any amounts greater than paid 
us for the plants. 


Orders should be sent as soon as ‘possible and 
your order will be booked and shipped when wanted. 


A card wil be sent notifying you when planis 
are shipped by express, so you can be on the lookout 
for them. 


GEORGE RENNIE FARM, Andover, Mass. 


Get Your Order in Early 


Printed By The Woodbury Press +4 Hampton, New Hampshire 


